
Writing Across the Curriculum Rubric 

 

Sources:  Cognitive Level and Quality of Writing Assessment (2002)  University of South Florida-Authors T. L. Flateby & E.A. Metzger, 

http://home.snu.edu/~hculbert/criteria.pdf 

Course/Discipline:  ______________________________ Semester/Date:  _________________________ Reviewer:  ________________ 

 

Criteria 

 

1 

 

2 

 

3 

 

4 

Assignment 

Objectives & 

Purpose 

 

 

SCORE:  

 

__________ 

Paper does not fulfill 

assignment requirements. 

Paper lacks main idea. 

Writer’s purpose is not 

evident. 

The appropriate audience is 

not addressed 

Paper shows limited 

awareness of the purpose and 

is sometimes vague or not 

focused. 

Vague sense of main idea 

throughout paper. 

Main idea is not clearly 

presented or is not 

maintained. 

Vague sense of the 

appropriate audience. 

Paper shows some awareness 

of the purpose. 

There is a main idea supported 

throughout most of the paper. 

The paper presents and 

maintains a main idea. 

The appropriate audience is 

not consistently addressed. 

 

The writer’s purpose is clear 

and specific. 

Paper fulfills all the assignment 

requirements. 

Clearly presents a main idea 

and supports it throughout the 

paper. 

The writer consistently 

addresses appropriate 

audiences. 

Organization 

 

 

SCORE:  

 

__________ 

Opening does not support 

the focus of the paper. 

Writing lacks logical 

organization. 

Paragraph breaks are 

illogical with no transitions. 

Most of the ideas are not 

logically connected. 

There is no closing to paper 

Opening does not adequately 

support the focus of the 

paper. 

Some ideas are not logically 

connected. 

Sometimes paragraph breaks 

are illogical with limited 

transition. 

Closing of paper is 

inadequate. 

Opening supports the focus of 

the paper. 

Good overall organization of 

ideas that clearly support main 

idea. 

Transitions used between ideas 

and paragraphs to create 

coherence. 

Closing of the paper is 

sufficient. 

Opening supports the focus of 

the paper and is well-thought 

out. 

Ideas are logically connected 

and well-developed. 

Unity clearly leads the reader to 

the conclusion. 

Closing is thought provoking 

completes the paper. 

Level of 

Content  

 

 

SCORE:  

 

__________ 

Content is not sound, shows 

little thinking and reasoning 

and most ideas are 

underdeveloped. 

Content demonstrates some 

thinking and reasoning. Ideas 

are present with some 

general evidence. 

Content is well presented and 

argued.  

Ideas are developed and 

detailed with sufficient 

evidence. 

Content indicates synthesis of 

ideas and exceptionally well-

presented. 

Ideas are clear and well-

developed with specific and 

relevant facts that are supported 

by examples. 
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1 

 

2 

 

3 

 

4 

Development 

 

 

SCORE:  

 

__________ 

Main points lack detailed 

development. 

Ideas are vague with little 

evidence of critical thinking. 

Details are insufficient in 

quality and quantity to 

support main idea. 

 

Main points are present with 

limited detail and 

development.  

Details are inconsistently 

used in supporting the main 

idea. 

Some critical thinking is 

present. 

Main points well developed 

with sufficient support. 

Details are sufficient in quality 

and quantity to support main 

idea. 

Critical thinking is weaved 

into some main points. 

Main points well developed 

with high quality and quantity 

support. 

Details are exceptional and 

develop the main idea. 

Reveals a high degree of critical 

thinking. 

 

Language 

Usage & 

Style  

 

 

SCORE:  

 

__________  

 

 

 

Word choice is inaccurate 

and/or inappropriate for the 

audience. 

Sentence construction is 

inappropriate and do not 

vary in length. 

Word choice is 

inconsistently used and is not 

clearly used for the audience. 

Sentence construction is 

sometimes inappropriate 

with some variety in length. 

 

Word choice is accurate and 

appropriate to the audience. 

Sentence construction is 

appropriate and varies in 

length. 

Exceptional word choice that is 

consistent and appropriate for 

audience. 

Sentence construction is 

appropriate for the assignment 

with creative use of sentence 

variety. 

 

Grammar & 

Mechanics 

 

 

SCORE:  

 

__________  

 

Spelling, punctuation, and 

grammatical errors create 

distraction making reading 

difficult. 

Use of fragments, comma 

splices, and run-ons. 

Most spelling, punctuation 

and grammar are correct 

allowing reader to progress 

through.  

Some sentences have 

mechanical errors. 

Few spelling, punctuation, and 

grammatical error allowing the 

reader to follow ideas clearly. 

Very few fragments or run-

ons. 

No distracting spelling, 

punctuation, or grammatical 

errors. 

Absent of fragments, comma 

splices, and run-ons 

 

Additional Notes and Details:  

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  


